The author divided the paper into two parts. Pakt I.?On the Uterine Souffle. After a minute detail of the history of the subject, he thus expresses his opinion as to the mode of causation Of the sound.
It seems evident that the theory, that the souffle is produced by the vessels which ramify in the uterine walls, as supported by most of those competent to write on the subject, is the correct one. Matthews Duncan concisely ascribes it to " blood rushing through the maternal sinuses." Schroeder says it is doubtless produced "in the large vessels of the uterus, and that no safe conclusion as to the seat of the placenta can be drawn from it." That the souffle is heard in many cases most distinctly on that part of the uterus corresponding to the insertion of the placenta, is probably from the fact of the vessels being even still more enlarged there; and perhaps this may explain why so many eminent men ascribed it to the utero-placental circulation alone.
Part II.?On the Foetal Heart.?A brief history was given of the investigations made on this subject, from the date of its discovery by Mayor of Geneva in 1818 down to the present time.
The plates serve to illustrate the exact locality where the foetal heart may be auscultated in several of the positions and presentations of the foetus in utero. The author then continues the further consideration of his subject. (3.) The ratio between the weight of the child and the foetal pulsations is about 19 beats per lb. for the male and 20"2 beats for the female. In other words, "For the same pulse, a male at birth should be heavier than a female in the proportion of 20"2 to 19 ; or, vice versa, if a male and female be of the same weight, the latter should have a higher pulse." Supposing a child is born whose pulse was 140 per minute, its weight, if a male, should be W, or 7'37 lb, and only or 6 93 lb. if a female.
In Case 11 (a female -f-13 in excess of the average weight), if it had been a child of normal weight, there should have been 20 2 beats for every lb., but there were only 17"7, or 13, in defect of the average.^ * See 
